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YOUR TELNO: 2226 TO WASHINGTON: FUTURE OF EMBASSIES IN RAGHDAD

SUMMARY
1. NO DECISIONS LIKELY BEFORE THE NEW YEAR. POSSIBILITY THAT JUST

THE BELGIAN AMBASSADOR WILL REMAIN.

DETAIL \
2. DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE MIDDLE EAST DEPARTMENT, MFA, TOLD ME
TODAY THAT LITTLE THOUGHT HAD BEEN GIVEN SO FAR TO THE RUN-DOWN OF
PERSONNEL IN THEIR EMBASSY IN BAGHDAD. THIS WAS PARTLY BECAUSE THE
BELGIAN GOVERNMENT WAS STILL HOPEFUL OF SOME FORM OF SETTLEMENT
BEFORE 15 JANUARY AND PARTLY BECAUSE NO MORE THAN THREE PEOPLE WERE
NOW LEFT IN THE MISSION. IF THE SITUATION WERE TO DETERIORATE AND
A DECISION TO WITHDRAW HAD TO BE TAKEN, THEY WOULD PROBABLY LEAVE
JUST THE AMBASSADOR EN POSTE. BUT MINISTERS WERE UNLIKELY TO FOCUS
ON THIS BEFORE THE NEW YEAR.

MCCARTHY
YaYaYeY:
DISTRIBUTION 33

ADVANCE 33

IRAQ/KUWAIT SECRET HD /PUSD
PS DEPUTY HD/PUSD
PS/PUS HD/SECPOL D
PS/MR HOGG HD /UND
PS/MR LENNOX-BOYD HD/SCD
MR P J WESTON HD /WED -
MR FAIRWEATHER MR BERMAN (LEGAL ADVISERS)
MR BROOMFIELD PS/NO 10 DOWNING ST
MR GOULDEN SIR P CRADOCK, 10 DOWNING ST
MR GORE-BOOTH PS/S OF S FOR DEFENCE
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SECRET B

MR SLATER CHIEF OF ASSESSMENTS STAFF
HD/EMERGENCY UNIT (CABINET OFFICE VIA H29)
HD /AMD MR REEVES CAB OFFICE (VIA H29)
HD/NEWS D MR APPLEYARD CAB OFFICE (H29)

MR D GOWAN CAB OFFICE (H29)

HD/1SD(0) sE
=
HD /NENAD ) CMEI HD/SEC (0) (C) MODUK

HD/NPDD RESIDENT CLERK




	



